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 Editorial 
 
Namaste! Happy New Year! It is our pleasure to present the newsletter for the third and 

fourth quarter of 2018. I sincerely apologize for the delay in publishing this newsletter. Also, 

my term as the Chair of the Communication and Outreach Committee has come to an end 

and I am not seeking re-election. I would like to thank Vipul and the Board of Directors 

(BOD) for the opportunity to serve the temple and the community in that capacity.   

 

This issue will mirror the previous five issues in terms of format and content and as 

mentioned before, we would like to request feedback and contributions from the members.  

We hope you enjoy this issue. 

 

Warm Regards, 

The Editorial Board  

 

Important Contacts 
 

Priest Services 
Ramana K.: (267) 396-7852 
priest@b-temple.org 
 

Hall Rentals 
Dixal Patel: (610) 291-7493 
hall@b-temple.org 2 
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Our Priests 

 Pt. Vishnu Parshad Vassyal is with our temple since 2006.  He obtained his Acharya degree from 

Sampoornananda Sanskrit University in Varanasi, India in 2002 and received a Shastri degree from 

the Sampoornananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi, India in 2000. He completed a Pujari Training 

course from Shree Bharti Rishikul Sanskrit Vidyalay, Bakoli, Delhi. He has extensive experience in 

performing religious services, rituals, sacraments, arranging and organizing special ceremonies on 

various Hindu festivals and religious holidays. Pt. Vassyal has a thorough knowledge of the 

Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Vedas, Upanishads and other sacred texts and ancient Hindu scriptures. 

He has working knowledge of Hindu Vedic Astrology, Palmistry, Yoga-Asana, Meditation, Vipasana 

and traditional Hindu meditation forms. Languages: Sanskrit, Hindi, English, Nepali 

 

 Shri Jayesh Pandya was born in the city of Dhandhuka, district of Ahmedabad in Gujarat. He 

completed his primary education and obtained the traditional priest education at Bhagavat 

Vidyapith, Sola, Ahmedabad.  Shree Jayeshbhai Pandya has received Shukla Yajurved, Sanskrit and 

Karmakand education. Shree Pandyaji as Vedpathi pundit has performed many Pran Pratistha, 

Yagnas and coordinated big events like Bhagavat Saptah. Jayeshbhai has very good knowledge of 

Astrology (Jyotish Vidya), Vedik, Pauranic Karmakand and Shraadh Karma. He likes to entertain the 

devotees with his Bhajans and Kirtans during which he plays the dholak and tabla. Shri Jayesh 

Pandyaji has been with Bharatiya Temple since February 2011. Languages: Sanskrit, Gujarati, Hindi, 

English 

 Sri Seshasai Rompicharla pursued training and study in the theory, practice, and methods of Hindu 

religious rituals and worship  in Vaikhanasa Aagama. He studied under his  guru and grandfather Sri 

Lakshmi Narasimhacharyulu, who is the disciple of Sri Parthanaradhi Bhattacharyulu and worked as 

a head priest at Hindu Temple of San Antonio, TX. Seshasaiji can perform the Daivika Karyakramas 

( related to Gods ) like Archana, Abhishekam, Kalyanotsavam etc.. and Manushika Karyakramas 

( related to humans ) like Namakaranam, Annaprasana, Wedding etc.. according to Sri Vaikhanasa 

Aagama. He has an overall experience of 19 years. He has ability to conduct daily rituals and special 

events in Hindu Temples and Hindu family residences. Very well experienced in performing special 

Alankarams to Deities. Languages: Sanskrit, Telugu, Hindi, Marathi, English  

 Umamaheshwara Shivam our new priest was born and brought up in the city of Coimbatore, 

Tamilnadu, India. His studies and training were in the Veda Patashalas at Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham 

in Kanchipuram. He received a scholar's certificate for his Patashala education in ancient Veda-

Dharma, Saivagama, Yajurveda and Jyothisha Sastra. He has become skilled in practicing the 

traditional form of astrology. Maheswarji had occasions to perform many house Pujas and religious 

functions like Grahapravesam, Satyanarayana Puja, Wedding ceremonies, Upanayanam, 

Simantham, Namakaranam, Srardham, and Hiranya Srardham and so on. Maheswarji’s overall 

experience includes work in India, South-East Asian countries such as Malaysia & Singapore. He is 

fluent in languages such as Tamil, Sanskrit, Hindi and English.  



 

 

Bharatiya Temple Timings / Pooja Request Information 

 

 
 

POOJA REQUEST  INFORMATION 

You will find the charges and types of Pujas which Priests can perform at the Temple or at 

your Home/Function on Bharatiya Temple Website: www.b-temple.org  

To schedule a Puja TO BE PERFORMED AT YOUR HOME OR AT THE 

TEMPLE, please contact Ramana Kanumalla at 267-396-PUJA (7852) Or 

send e-mail to priest@b-temple.org with details including a contact 

number. Additionally, requests for specific priests will only be con-

firmed by Ramana Kanumalla and not by the priests themselves. 

 All services (except Archana, Abhishekam & Vehicle Pooja) must be scheduled in 

advance. 

 All private pooja services are charged on an individual pooja basis (Havan not in-

cluded). 

 Overnight Stay per day – additional $201. 
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Bharatiya Temple Activities 

As mentioned earlier, we changed the newsletter schedule. In our second quarter newsletter I covered activities that took 
place in the first quarter. However, in this issue, I will include activities from the second, third and fourth quarter. We 
celebrated Sita Rama Kalyanam on the first day of April. We also celebrated Sowramana Yugadi and Puthandu. From May 16 
through June 13, we had daily Purshottam Path. June 2nd was the anniversary of the Jain Kumbhabhishekam followed by 
Kumbhabhishekam Anniversary from June 8-10. Lakshmi Nararyan Kalyanam was performed on June 10. Gauri Vrat began on 
July 23 and ended on July 27, while Jaya Parvati Vrat was celebrated from July 25-30. In August we had Hindola, Vara Lakshmi 
Vrat and Onam. As mentioned before, Philadelphia Ganesh Festival (PGF) was celebrated from September 12-23. This was the 
14th year of the festival.  PGF was followed by Navaratri and devotees performed raas-garba for 9 nights culminating in Ravan 
Dahan and Vijaya Dasmi.  Diwali soon followed and we closed out the year with Hanuman Jayanti and New Year’s Puja.  

 

NAVARATRI PICTURE (Article on Page # 12) 
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BTI/BCC Community Outreach 

Cyclone Gaja (Gaja means elephant in Sanskrit) formed in the Gulf of Thailand on November 10, 2018. It made its way Southwest 
into the Bay of Bengal and eventually making landfall in Tamil Nadu with winds between 140-160 km/hr and a lot of rain. It lin-
gered over this area for sometime. Approximately, 80,000 people were affected, 63 were killed and many coconut tress and oth-
er crops were damaged. The Government of Tamil Nadu requested 15,000 crore rupees to rebuild affected areas.  

In early January, a fundraiser was organized by TNF and TAGDV (Tamil) at Bharatiya Temple. The event raised $3500 which were 
donated to Seruthoor government school in Nagapattinum district of Tamil Nadu. The Head Master of the school said that the 
money was used to buy uniforms, books, solar lights and a water tank. To express their gratitude, the school students and teach-
ers made a banner with the temple name and logo (see picture below). The temple management refunded the cost of hall rental 
to TAGDV.   
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BTI/BCC Community Outreach 

Inter-Faith Group session was held on Sunday, Jan 06, '19 at Trinity Episcopal Solebury Church in Solebury, 

PA. It was a five star get together. More than 70 people attended. The group 

accommodated our "Vegetarian" prerequisite and it was met beyond expectations.  We had four 

presentations of major faiths, Suresh Potti and Manisha Jain spoke for BTI/BCC. Stepping back, some of us 

participated in previous events,  Holocaust Day Program, Israel Independence Day, Lansdale Mosque, etc. 

What is of importance for us is that many in attendance expressed interest in joining us during Holi (21 

March), etc. I urge that Suresh and Manisha can steer us all here (having given presentations and met the 

core leaders). The efforts BTI/BCC made in our community outreach work in 2018 have evolved well and 

this is a great onward step to build on diversity. Devi and I thank all of you for our participation in this 

endeavor.  
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BTI/BCC Community Outreach  
 
Health and Human Services Committee has quietly pursued, for over a decade now, to reach out to mainstream communi-
ties from BTI/BCC in the areas of diversity, continuing our work and to include the mainstream. We had Peacefulliving.org 
help us and reach over 50 pastoral groups. More recently, with increasing commitment, we are reaching out to Interfaith 
Groups, and participated in Community Oriented activities. BTI/BCC participated in the National Day o Prayer at MONTCO 
Commissioners Office on May 03, ’18, received a proclamation. Members from BTI/BCC participated with visits to Lansdale 
Mosque in April, '18. The congregation from the Temple Judea has visited us twice. We actively participated in the inter-
faith Committee work by attending a speech by Imam Numaan Cheema from Zubaida Foundation in Yardley--- on Sunday, 
Nov 11, at Trinity Episcopal in Solebury, PA  
MLK Summit Invitation (2019). The Focus is to remember Martin Luther King and it is set for January 20 at William Tennent 

High School in Warminster, PA.  

Dr. Akkaraju Sarma wrote an article for the World Hindu Congress highlighting the work Bharatiya Temple has done for the 

Hindu-Jain community in the area.   

Bharatiya Temple and Bharatiya Cultural Center offer tours to various groups including schools, colleges, Boy scout/Girl 

scout troops, Churches, Assisted living centers, Interfaith organizations etc. These tours are pre-scheduled and given to 

large groups of people or sometimes even one on one. The tours are led by Praveen Sharma (Bharatiya Vidyalaya Chairper-

son), Vipul Rathod (BTI/BCC President), Suresh & Poornima Potti, Jahnavi Patel, Vijay Chakravarthi and supported by vari-

ous other volunteers on an as needed basis.  The pictures below are from a few of the group visits.  

 

 



 

9 

Senior Citizen Committee Activities 
 
The Senior Citizen Committee visited 3 temples in the area. There were 48 seniors. They performed puja, 
aarti and satsang with the priests. The 3 temples were: Anoopam Mission in Copley, PA; Sharda Temple in 
Stroudsburg, PA and Asha Vidya in Saylorsburg, PA. 
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BCC Women’s Group 

BCC women's group got together at Olive Garden for lunch. Also we are serving at Manna on Main every 

third Tuesday of the month. Women's group is having inspiring book reading every other month . Group is 

involved in Karva Chauth volunteering to raise money for the temple.  

BTI/BCC Outreach (continued) 
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Bharatiya Vidyalaya Activities 

The year 2017-18 ended with a picnic and the Language annual day. Due to rains, the picnic was celebrated indoors in the 
Culture Hall on May 13. Students as well as parents thoroughly enjoyed playing the lemon and spoon race, tug of war and other 
games. 

The Language program day was observed on May 20. All 200+ students got the opportunity to perform on the stage on the day. 
Tamil students sang a song in Tamil. Marathi students engaged the audience with a prayer and a song in Marathi. Gujarati 
students displayed the classroom experience of learning Gujarati, and a skit on acts of kindness. Kannada students narrated a 
visit to historic sites in Karnataka. Hindi students impressed other students and parents with Hindi poems, rhymes, a skit and 
their description of the states of India. Sanskrit students mesmerized the audience with their Sanskrit dialogues in skits – a white 
elephant’s devotion to mother, and when and how to say a poem. Telugu class narrated proverbs and rhymes, sang poems and 
spoke about poets in Telugu. 

Students sang bhajans on the Temple deity floor during the Bharatiya Temple Varshik Mahotsava on June 9th. Jain Religion 
volunteers, in collaboration with Shrimad Rajchandra Mission hosted a spiritual workshop for students and parents on June 22. 
Jain and Hindu students and parents attended the workshop. 

Over 40 teaching volunteers and 20 non-teaching volunteers are dedicated to run the Bharatiya Vidyalaya program successfully 
on Sundays. Students learn Yoga, prayers and Bhagavad Geeta chanting. Additionally, they study Hindu and Jain religion, Indian 
Culture and one language of their choice out of the seven Indian languages. 

Volunteers worked hard during the summer to design and successfully activate the online registration system for students for 
2018-19. During the summer break, library volunteers worked to set up the electronic tracking system for issuing library books to 
students and parents. 

The 2018-19 session started on a successful note on August 26. A volunteer team keeps track of registrations and issues books 
and badges to the registered students. Student badges include emergency information which can be scanned with a mobile 
phone. 

Students performed Bhagavad Geeta chanting and sang bhajans in the deity hall on September 3 on the occasion of 
Janmashtami. Students, parents and volunteers organized the Bharatiya Vidyalaya stall on September 15 and September 16 
during Philadelphia Ganesh Festival (PGF). Parents and volunteers enthusiastically helped with guiding devotees to appropriate 
parking spots during PGF. A group of Bharatiya Vidyalaya students performed in the PGF procession on September 23. 

Students and parents attended the Open House on September 23. The enthusiasm among all students from Kindergarten thru 
12th grade has been encouraging. Students sang melodious bhajans in the deity hall on October 12 during Navaratri. On October 
14, students and parents performed elegantly in Bharatiya Vidyalaya Navaratri Garba. Write ups and beautiful hand-drawn 
pictures from 15 students were published in the Bharatiya Temple Diwali brochure in November. 

In the Community Day held on December 1 in Bharatiya Temple, Vidyalaya students and volunteers conducted guided visits to 
the Temple floor for local government officials and other visitors. Additionally, students displayed and explained their poster-
board with interesting pictures about religion and Culture. 

A Bharatiya Vidyalaya team participated in “Celebration of Winter Solstice” program at Penn Museum, Philadelphia, PA on 
December 8. Vidyalaya students presented Rangoli display and a girls’ group dance. On December 16, parents and a few students 
participated in Bhagavad Geeta Chanting on the occasion of Geeta Jayanti in the Temple Hall. A group of Bharatiya Vidyalaya 
volunteers is in the forefront in organizing the Temple New Year Eve program on December 31. 

Every year, Bharatiya Vidyalaya students, parents and volunteers participate in the Bhagavad Geeta chanting competition in April 
at Madhuvan Ashram, Yardley, PA, and win prizes. Volunteers train them for the competition. This year, the topic of the 
competition is Chapter 18, Moksha Sannyaasa Yoga (Yoga through Renunciation). In Chapter 18, Shree Krishna advises that we 
should put in our best effort to fulfil our responsibilities. Volunteers encourage students to understand the message from what 
they chant. 
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Bharatiya Vidyalaya 

Here is an example verse, which students are memorizing among other verses in chapter 18. This verse tells us to pray to God to give us the re-
quired strength and put in our best effort to achieve a goal. 

यत्र योगेश्वर कृष्णो यत्र पार्थो धनुधधर

तत्र श्रीर्वधजयो भूर्तधु्रवा नीर्तर्धर्तर्धर्

yatra yogeśhvaraḥ kṛiṣhṇo yatra pārtho dhanur-dharaḥ 

tatra śhrīr vijayo bhūtir dhruvā nītir matir mama 

Wherever there is Shree Krishna, the Lord of all Yog (God’s grace through our prayers), and wherever there is Arjun, the supreme archer (our 
effort), there will also certainly be unending opulence, victory, prosperity, and righteousness. Of this, I am certain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students enthusiastically performed in the Bharatiya Vidyalaya Language Day on May 20th 

Students and parents performed Garba for Maa Durga during the Vidyalaya Garba Day on October 14th 
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Philadelphia Ganesh Festival 2018 

We have never written a detailed article about Philadelphia Ganesh Festival (PGF). But since PGF is one the 

important festival that the temple celebrates, it is only appropriate that we address it. This was the 14th year 

of PGF and this year the festival was celebrated from 12 September—23 September. Although the festival 

was in the Fall, preparations started in early Spring. The kick-off meeting was held on April 22 and a lot of vol-

unteers attended the meeting. The festival will be led by a core committee made up of Sachin Prabhudesai, 

Gautami Joglekar, Ravi Indrakanti and Neeta Sharma. Each aspect of the festival is handled by a committee 

headed by a lead and co-lead. This year the PGF organizers decided to get 100% biodegradable environmen-

tally friendly Ganesh idol made from clay and paper mache from India based company “paperganesh.com”. 

The festival began with Ganapati abhishek in the temple, a homa in the outdoor tent followed by a grand 

procession for Ganapati Bappa in the evening. The dhol tasha pathak provided the music on which devotees 

danced and welcomed bappa. Different children’s groups performed dance seva during the procession. After 

the procession, there was a pratisthapana in the temple. Every night the devotees were provided dinner in 

the form of prasad. Continuing our theme of being environmentally friendly, the food was served in biode-

gradable utensils. This food is either donated by local restaurants or cooked by devotee groups in the temple 

kitchen. Dinner was followed by a cultural program which was either music, dance or drama. Now and in the 

past we have had many notable artists from within the US and India, performing at PGF. This year we had 

artists like Pandit Suben Chatterjee, Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty, Kaushiki Chakraborty and Pandit Mahesh Kale. 

Many artists in fact debuted their public performances at PGF and went on to become famous. On the week-

ends we had Bollywood themed orchestra’s. A few years ago, the PGF organizers decided that this festival 

needs to also welcome our non-Indian neighbors. Out of this idea was born the Anand Bazaar and it is now 

known as India Fest. It consists of Indian food, clothing and jewelry vendors setting up stalls on temple prem-

ises. People can taste foods from different parts of India, buy clothes and jewelry and mingle. At the same 

time we had the outdoor programs such as Mudra dance festival and Gujarati Dairo. In the auditorium there 

were Odissi and Kuchipudi dance performances. Hindi and English one act plays were also presented. Need-

less to say, the devotees have access to lots of food and entertainment during the festival. While all these 

events are taking place, in the temple they performed Sapta Sindhu Mahabhishek. This means that the 

Ganesh murti in the temple, is bathed with water from seven rivers in India. On September 16, Ganesha’s 

marriage to Siddhi and Buddhi was performed in the temple. However, all good things must come to an end. 

On September 23, after the uttar puja and felicitation of priests and volunteers, the Ganapati visarjan proces-

sion took place. Again the procession was led by our dhol tasha pathak with performances from dance 

groups. The idol is immersed in a local pond. We pray that Ganapati returns to our midst again next year. To 

the best of my knowledge a Ganesh festival of such length and magnitude is not celebrated anywhere else 

outside India. This says something about our organizers, core committee, hundreds of volunteers and devo-

tees. With Ganesha’s blessing, this festival will continue for years to come. 

Ganapati Bappa Morya!!! 
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Philadelphia Ganesh Festival (Pictures) 

  



 

 

Supporting Organizations  
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NAVARATRI 

Navaratri (“nine nights”), Nava means “nine” and Ratri means “night”.  The Lord in the form of the Mother Goddess is 
worshipped in Her various forms as Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswati. Though the Goddess is one, She is represented and 
worshipped in three different aspects. On the first three nights of the festival, Durga is worshipped. On the following three, 
Lakshmi and then Saraswati Devi on the last three nights. The following tenth day is called Vijaya Dasami. Vijaya means “victory”, 
the victory over our own minds that can come only when we have worshipped these three: Durga, Lakshmi, and Saraswati. Durga 
Devi Havana (sacrifice), we invoke that Divine Power within us to destroy our decadent tendencies. 

The nine days of the festival also represent the three stages. During the first three days, The Mother is worshipped in her 
powerful, destructive, terrifying aspect.   First three days, the devotee prays to the Mother to use Her destructive power to 
destroy their imperfections and their faults.  He prays for Her to make him pure enough to receive the divine energy.  Thus, the 
first three days of Navratri are devoted to annihilating the negative tendencies of our minds and hearts.  Shakti is the energy of 
the Lord.     Additionally, everything for which we pray – knowledge,   prosperity, and love – is manifest in the Divine Feminine.  
Maha Laxmi is the Goddess of prosperity. Goddess Saraswati is the Goddess of knowledge. 

This shows that without the Divine Mother, our prayers would be worthless. Navaratri is the time of worship of the Divine 
Mother. Beautiful pujas, Havans, and Aartis are performed for Her. Through singing Her glories, we pray that She will purify our 
lives and bring us health, happiness, peace, and prosperity. During Navratri, some devotees of  Durga or kali, observe a fast and 
prayers are offered for the protection of health and prosperity. A period of introspection and purification, Navratri is traditionally 
an auspicious and religious time for starting new ventures. 

Navratri is celebrated as the time that Goddess Durga (Shakti) conquered the evil demon, Mahishasura. It is said that 
Mahishasura was dominion horror over the world and nobody was capable to destroy him.  Thus, all Gods approached Goddess 
Durga – also known as Shakti – together and gave Her their weapons.  Thus armed with Divine Shakti and the most powerful 
weapons, She conquered the demon. She was most capable but she got the help from all. She had fighting for nine straight 
nights.  On the tenth day, Vijaya Dasami, the demon was destroyed or killed.  “Mahisha” meaning “buffalo.” Isn’t there a buffalo 
in our minds as well? The buffalo stands for Tamo-guna, the quality of laziness, darkness, ignorance and inertia. We have these 
qualities too. We love to sleep. Although we may have a lot of energy and potential inside us, we prefer to do nothing - just like 
the buffalo that likes to lie in pools of water and we sit with computer, IPod.. etc. In the Puraanic story, Durga Devi’s killing of the 
Mahisha demon is, symbolically, the destruction of the Tamo-guna within us that is very difficult to destroy. 

Goddess Durga wears red, which symbolizes divine action.  The Goddess is never idle.  She is always busy in the destruction of 
evil in the world.  As we vow to remove the evil from our own hearts and our own lives. Our worship of Sakti reconfirms the 
scientific theory that energy is constant and imperishable. It is always in one form and it cannot be created or destroyed. 
Hinduism is the only religion in the world, which gives so much importance to the mother aspect of God because we believe that 
the mother is the creative aspect of the absolute. 

The next three days of Navaratri are days in which the Mother is worshipped in her prosperity-bestowing form.  Once the 
negative tendencies have been annihilated, one is ready to begin developing a positive, spiritual personality.  These are the days 
that positive attributes replace the negative attributes, which were removed.  These days are the worship of Maha Lakshmi, they 
frequently pray for material wealth or  prosperity.  They pray for success in their  life  and for the removal of obstructions in their 
path.  The prosperity Maha Laxmi  bestows is not only for the material prosperity, but it is also for the– calmness, peace, 
generosity, compassion, and love.  For knowledge to dawn within us, we have to prepare our minds. The mind must be pure, 
concentrated, and single-pointed; this purification of the mind is obtained through the worship of Lakshmi Devi. In our society 
today, however, when we think of  “Lakshmi”, we think only  counting  dollar bills and gold! Everybody likes Lakshmi Puja 
(Lakshmi worship) because they think she represents material wealth. But what is real wealth? Even if we have material wealth 
but no self-discipline or self-control, nor the values of love, kindness, respect and sincerity, all our material wealth will be lost or 
destroyed. The real wealth is the inner wealth of spiritual values that we practice in our lives, by which our minds become 
purified. Only when we have these noble values, we  will  be able to preserve our material wealth and make good use of it. 
Otherwise, money itself becomes a problem. In Taittriya Upanishad, They first asked to have all the noble virtues fully developed 
in them because in the absence of right values and good qualities, all our money will be wasted, and there are countless 
examples of this in the world around us. Our wealth of virtues is our true Lakshmi. Its importance is shown by the fact that Adi 
Shankaracharya himself, in Vivekachudamani, describes that sat sampati, or six forms of wealth (calmness of mind, self-control, 
self withdrawal, forbearance, faith and single-pointedness) that are to be cultivated to attain wisdom. These virtues are 
important because our goal is victory over the mind. A victory such that we do not get disturbed by every change that takes 
place in our lives. This victory comes only when the mind is prepared, and this mental preparation is the symbolism of the 
Lakshmi Puja.  
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NAVARATRI (Contd..) 

During the last three days, Goddess Saraswati is worshipped as of true wisdom and understanding.  Once the devotee has been 
purified by  Ma Durga  and once he has had the spiritual wealth of inner peace, calmness, compassion, and love bestowed upon 
him by Maha Laxmi, then he is ready to receive the true light of understanding. This wisdom cannot come unless the devotee has 
passed through the first two stages.   

Just as one would not pour  divine nectar into an unclean, broken, and impure cup, one can similarly not expect to have divine 
wisdom granted unless the vessel has been purified and made divine.  Frequently on the spiritual path, seekers wish to attain 
divine knowledge without first purifying themselves and attaining positive qualities. Victory over the mind can be gained only 
through knowledge, through understanding; and it is Goddess Saraswati who represents this highest knowledge of the Self. 
Although there are many kinds of knowledge of Science, Engineering.. etc.. but the real, knowledge is in the spiritual knowledge. 
Lord Krishna himself says in the Bhagavad Gita: “The knowledge of the Self is the knowledge”; and He adds, “It is my vibhuti, my 
glory.” In other words, we may have knowledge of many other subjects and sciences but if we do not know OUR OWN  SELF, 
then that is the greatest loss. Therefore, the supreme knowledge is the knowledge of the Self that is represented by Goddess 
Saraswati. 

Thus, at Navaratri, Goddess Durga is invoked first to remove impurities from the mind. The Goddess Lakshmi is invoked to 
cultivate the noble values and qualities. Finally, Saraswati is invoked for gaining the highest knowledge of the Self. This is the 
significance of the three sets of three nights when all these three are gained subjectively, and then there will be Vijaya Dasami, 
the day of true victory! 

During Navaratri, the Rasa dance of Sri Krishna and the Gopis is also performed. As the mind becomes purer, calmer, quieter, and 
more cheerful and greater understanding is gained, do we not feel happier?              

Navaratri festival is generally celebrated at night, the time when we go to sleep, so the spiritual message is, “You have lived long 
enough in the sleepy ignorance of Tamo-guna. It is time to wake up now.  

The Importance of  NAVRATRI Ritual : 

Not everyone will be of the intellectual type to appreciate everything philosophically. Therefore, philosophy or spiritual truth 
must be demonstrated visually in some ritualistic form. In this way,  when children are first introduced to it, they enjoy a dance 
or a festival, and then later begin to question, “What is this dance? Why are we doing this Puja? What is the meaning of 
Navaratri?” So the purpose of the concretized ritual is fulfilled when these questions begin to arise in the children’s minds. 
Unfortunately, when we take our children to functions at the temples and they begin to ask questions about what they see, we 
cannot answer them. Yet when the children revolt later as teenagers, we say, “What happened to the children? These kids are 
terrible. We never used to question our religion!” 

We take pride in the fact that we never used to question anything, but it would have been better if we had asked questions and 
found out. Why did we not ask? Because of intellectual inertia. Inertia is of different kinds. Physical inertia is not as bad because 
it is usually temporary. There are also mental or emotional stupors that some people remain in, but the intellectual inertia is the 
worst kind because under its influence, we do not want to think at all. It is said that people can live without air for two minutes, 
without water for a few days, without food for a month or so, and without thinking for generations! Some people just do not 
want to think. This is our inner Mahisha (the lazy buffalo), and our spiritual Mahisha is that we do not want to wake up from this 
sleep of ignorance. 

As we can see, the theme of the entire Vedas is reflected in the Navaratri festival: Purify the mind and remove all negativities; 
cultivate positive virtues; gain spiritual knowledge and transcend limitations. This is the real victory - the dance of joy - 
ritualistically performed at night, as it is also on Shivaratri (auspicious night), to signify our spiritual awakening. The true light of 
Divine Wisdom can only be bestowed once the seeker has annihilated his negative tendencies and begun to develop a positive, 
spiritual attitude. Therefore, Navaratri should be a time of not only celebrating Goddess Durga’s triumph over the evil demon, 
but rather it should also be a time of praying to Goddess Durga to remove the evil from within us.   We must pray to her to 
annihilate our inner enemies – our ego, our greed, our anger – just as she vanquished the evil demon.  These traits inside us are 
just as powerful, just as dangerous, and just as deadly as any of the Rakshasas.  

HAPPY NAVARATRI! 

RITA SHETH 
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1612 County Line Rd, Chalfont PA 18914 

Tel: (215)997-1181 
Proudly Connecting 10,000+ Hindu-Jain-American families in the Greater Philadelphia area 
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Bharatiya Temple Hall Rental Charges 
 

Click here  to view or download the Bharatiya Temple Hall & Multipurpose Room 
Rental Charges form. 

If you have any questions or want to make reservations, Please contact Dixal Patel 
at 610-291-7493 or send email to dixal.patel@gmail.com 

Hall Rental 

$500 for 4 hours + $75/ additional hour (Friday evenings, Sat, Sun, or 
Holidays) OR  

$300 for 4 hours + $50/additional hour (Weekdays) 

Education Room 
Rental 

$100 for 2 hours + $50/additional hour (Friday evenings, Sat, Sun, or 
Holidays) OR  

$50 for 2 hours + $25/additional hour (Weekdays) 

Kitchen Rental $50 for warming food. Food cooking is not permitted. 

Audio Equipment 
Rental 

$100 

Wedding $1,000 for all day – includes all of the items above 

Cleaning 
$75 (this includes sweeping and mopping only – you still must pick up 
trash) 

Discount 

20% or Maximum $100 for life members of BTI/BCC (one time/yr) 

20% or Maximum $100 for nonprofit organizations (one time/yr) 

10% or maximum $100 for annual members of BTI/BCC (one time/yr) 

http://b-temple.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Facility-Rental-Agreement.pdf
http://b-temple.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Facility-Rental-Agreement.pdf

