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About The Temple
Bharatiya Temple and Bharatiya Cultural Center is built on a pretty wooded lot of a little over six acres. The
expansive structure is a two-storey building with each floor of 8500 square feet of constructed area. The
lower floor offers facility for a cultural center for the community where children can learn languages and
their culture.
The cultural center includes a kitchen facility and several classrooms for conducting classes on Indian
languages, religion and spirituality. Yoga, music and dance classes are also offered. The facility has a large
auditorium with a stage for weddings, cultural programs and other celebrations.
The upper floor is the Temple area that serves the needs of the community for their religious purposes.
This is a multi-deity temple, which has main deity of Lakshmi-Narayana. In addition, other deities include
Lord Venkateshwara (Balaji), Sri Ram-Sita Pariwar, Sri Radha-Krishna, Sri Shiva-Parvati, Sri Durga Mata, Lord
Ganesha, Sri Hanuman, Nava-Graha and Sri Mahavir Swami.

Feedback & Contribution to the BTI Newsletter
The Editorial board would like to hear back from you. The Newsletter will be published every quarter. We
are considering following ideas for future issues of the Newsletter
•
•
•
•
•

A quick 15 min cooking recipe—please send us recipes
Crossword puzzle on Hindu & Jain religion
Children’s Corner– send us some articles for Children
FAQ from devotees—Please ask us the questions and we will try to address them in the next
issue of the newsletter
Your experiences in the Bharatiya Temple

The decision on publishing the content will be handled independently by the Editorial Board. Please e mail
us your suggestions at newsletter@b-temple.org
"Without your support, we cannot succeed
With your support, we cannot fail"
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Editorial Board
Chief Editor

Editorial

Manish Ingle
Tel: 215-353-3141
Email: manish.ingle@gmail.com

Committee Members
Aniruddha Railkar
Email: arailkar@yahoo.com

Sachin Prabhudesai
Email: pgsachin@hotmail.com

Jayesh Parmar
Email: jayesh1970@gmail.com

Become a Member
Bharatiya Temple depends on
donations from current and new
members.
Please donate using the
membership form on page 17 of
the Newsletter.

Namaste! It is our pleasure to present the newsletter for the fourth quarter of
2017. We continue to get great feedback for our quarterly newsletters and we
are very grateful. Let us take this opportunity to wish all our readers a belated
Happy Diwali. We hope you had a good Summer and are enjoying the Fall. We
had a successful festival period starting with Philadelphia Ganesh Festival
(PGF) followed by Navaratri, and Dussera/Diwali. We also had a Community
Day where we had participation from many local organizations and many
politicians and dignitaries graced us with their presence. We hope to continue
this outreach program.
This issue will mirror the previous three issues in terms of format and content
and as mentioned before, we would like to request feedback and
contributions from the members.
We hope you have a good Fall season and enjoy this issue.

If you are not a member, please
become a Life Member.

Warm Regards,

If you are a member, please
donate to move to a higher level.

The Editorial Board

Important Contacts
Priest Services
Ramana K.: (267) 396-7852
priest@b-temple.org
Hall Rentals
Dixal Patel: (610) 291-7493
hall@b-temple.org
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Our Priests
Shree Vishnu Parshad Vassyal is with our temple since 2006. He obtained his Acharya degree from
Sampoornananda Sanskrit University in Varanasi, India in 2002 and received a Shastri degree from
the Sampoornananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi, India in 2000. He completed a Pujari Training
course from Shree Bharti Rishikul Sanskrit Vidyalay, Bakoli, Delhi. He has extensive experience in
performing religious services, rituals, sacraments, and arranging and organizing special ceremonies
on various Hindu festivals and religious holidays. Pt. Vassyal has a thorough knowledge of the
Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Vedas, Upanishads and other sacred texts and ancient Hindu scriptures.
He has working knowledge of Hindu Vedic Astrology, Palmistry, Yoga-Asana, Meditation, Vipasana
and traditional Hindu meditation forms. Languages: Sanskrit, Hindi, English, Nepali

Shree Jayesh Pandya was born in the city of Dhandhuka, district of Ahmedabad in Gujarat. He
completed his primary education and obtained the traditional priest education at Bhagavat
Vidyapith, Sola, Ahmedabad. Shree Jayeshbhai Pandya has received Shukla Yajurved, Sanskrit and
Karmakand education. Shree Pandyaji as Vedpathi pundit has performed many Pran Pratishtha,
Yagnas and coordinated big events like Bhagavat Saptah. Jayeshbhai has very good knowledge of
Astrology (Jyotish Vidya), Vedik, Pauranic Karmakand and Shraadh Karma. He likes to entertain the
devotees with his Bhajans and Kirtans during which he plays the dholak and tabla. Shri Jayesh
Pandyaji has been with Bharatiya Temple since February 2011. Languages: Sanskrit, Gujarati, Hindi,
English

Shree Seshasai Rompicharla pursued training and study in the theory, practice, and methods of
Hindu religious rituals and worship in Vaikhanasa Aagama. He studied under his guru and
grandfather Shree Lakshmi Narasimhacharyulu, who is the disciple of Shree Parthanaradhi
Bhattacharyulu and worked as a head priest at Hindu Temple of San Antonio, TX. Seshasaiji can
perform the Daivika Karyakramas ( related to Gods ) like Archana, Abhishekam, Kalyanotsavam etc..
and Manushika Karyakramas ( related to humans ) like Namakaranam, Annaprasana, Wedding etc..
according to Shree Vaikhanasa Aagama. He has an overall experience of 19 years. He has ability to
conduct daily rituals and special events in Hindu Temples and Hindu family residences. Very well
experienced in performing special Alankarams to Deities. Languages: Sanskrit, Telugu, Hindi,
Marathi, English
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Bharatiya Temple Religious Activities

POOJA REQUEST INFORMATION
You will find the charges and types of Pujas which Priests can perform at the Temple or at
your Home/Function on Bharatiya Temple Website: www.b-temple.org
To schedule a Puja TO BE PERFORMED AT YOUR HOME OR AT THE
TEMPLE, please contact Ramana Kanumalla at 267-396-PUJA (7852) Or
send e-mail to priest@b-temple.org with details including a contact
number. Additionally, requests for specific priests will only be confirmed by Ramana Kanumalla and not by the priests themselves.


All services (except Archana, Abhishekam & Vehicle Pooja) must be scheduled in
advance.



All private pooja services are charged on an individual pooja basis (Havan not included).



Overnight Stay per day – additional $201.
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Bharatiya Temple Activities
We all celebrated Gauri Vrat and Parvati Vrat in July. In August we celebrated Janmashtami, the birth of
Lord Krishna. Lord Krishna was the son of Devaki and Vasudeo. Devaki was the sister of Kansa. At Devaki
and Vasudeo’s marriage procession, a heavenly voice (Akashwani) predicted that Kansa will be killed by
Devaki’s child. Kansa imprisons his sister and brother-in-law and kills every child that is born. When their
eight child is born, the prison doors magically open, the guards fall asleep and Vasudeo and Devaki are
freed from their chains. Vasudeo then takes the infant into Mathura and exchanges him with a baby girl
born to Yashoda and Nanda. He comes back with the girl and soon Kansa finds out and comes to kill the
girl. But the girl transforms into a goddess and tells Kansa that his killer is alive and well. Kansa then
makes numerous attempts to kill Krishna, but ultimately Krishna kills him.
August also marked the 13th year of Philadelphia Ganesh Festival. As usual, we had a great festival,
thousands of devotees visited the temple during that time. Also, every night there was prasad dinner and
a cultural program. Ganesh festival ended in early September. Community Ganesh Festival (Sarvajanik
Ganeshotsav) was started by Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak in 1893. During the British Rule, people were
not allowed to congregate in large numbers. But they were allowed to celebrate festivals. Tilak used the
festival to bring people together.
Navaratri was celebrated from September 21-28. According to mythology, the demon Mahisasura carried
out severe penance and asked for a boon that he cannot be killed by a man. But then Brahma, Vishnu and
Mahesh came together and pooled their strengths or shakti and it took a female form of goddess Durga.
Durga and Mahisasura battled for nine days and nights and then on the 10th day she killed him. This
festival is celebrated all over India and during this time people stay up all night. Some people fast, some
people only eat fruits and they sing and dance. The people of Gujarat play dandia and garba during this
festival. We played dandia at the temple as well. The 10th day is called Vijaya Dasmi. It also on this day
Lord Rama killed Ravana. So we celebrated Vijaya Dasmi and Ravan Dahan on September 30.
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Jain Activities
On September 17, BTI Jain Sangh visited the Baltimore and Washington DC Jain Sangh for Chaityaparipati Trip. It
was the first long distance trip for the BTI Sangh. We were given a warm welcome at both the temples and everyone thoroughly enjoyed all the activities throughout the day.
On November 4, BTI Jain Sangh members had a wonderful Diwali celebration and dinner at Jalsa Events Hall. The
evening was filled with delicious food, games, and music!
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Committee Updates
As has been previously mentioned, Bharatiya Temple is a volunteer driven organization. To help the temple
carry out its mission, there are many committees responsible for making sure that the temple runs
smoothly. Through this issue and future issues, we will highlight a few committees.

Senior Citizen Committee Activities
The senior citizen committee had a spiritual visit to seven New Jersey Temples, and it was an outstanding
experience. We had 68 devotees in two Deluxe Coaches, we found ourselves with no issues to mention but
a positive experience.
The places we visited are mentioned in sequence.
1 Siddhi Vinayak Temple, Toms River, NJ
2 Dwarkadhish Temple. Parlin NJ
3 Buddhist Vihara, Princeton NJ
4 Durga Temple, Princeton, NJ
5 Radha Krishna Temple & Shirdi Sai Baba Temple, Lawrenceville, NJ
6 Baps Robbinsville Temple, Robbinsville, NJ
7 Shree Nathji Haveli, Bensalem, PA
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Health and Human Services Committee Activities
Programs in continuing modes:
• American Red Cross Drives.
• CPR, Flu Shots.
Other Programs in Works:
•

Many of HHS Programs have been done in conjunction with other committee’s activities, to the benefit
of all.

•

BT will be participating in Candle light vigil (Sandy Hook in Connecticut) Tragedy, Date Early in
December (actual date pending: between 9 -16). Pandit Seshasai garu will present Ahimsa Concept and
English Rendering. Await details.

•

Contacts are in Progress with Abington Hospital for Community Oriented Program on Diabetes (early
Spring 2018, March possibly).

•

HHS wants to develop a BT/BC focus group called Scientists and Professionals Project (SPP), composed
of many of our devotees working for companies like Merck and Pfizer, as well as academic institutions
like Temple University and University of Pennsylvania. Goal: our aspiring talented high schoolers and
college students with good grades can reach them for help. In many instances, the students are not
informed about the possibilities for collaboration. Once the program is in place, its continued
management need to be within the scientist’s pool. Please contact Dr. Akkaraju Sarma if you are
interested in becoming a part of this project.

•

CPR updates. Babu and Dr. Akkaraju Sarma are working on Refresher Course on Family & Friends CPR,
to give all our volunteers that obtained exposure in prior year.

•

Release of Information to community, the platforms used by HHS have been Facebook (FB) and
CARII. Primarily with Sri. Vipul Rathod thru BT platforms.

•

HHS has been able to get co-sponsorship (have donated $100.00) from Tamil & Telugu Associations for
Red Cross Programs. All BT chairs please urge your affiliated group within indiacouncil.org and
strengthen the BCI’s HHS Programs.

•

There is a very efficient WhatsApp pool for Red Cross Drives that has worked well for the program. If
you have not realized, each drive involves our own reaching out to donors by calling them (15
volunteers spend time doing this).

Correction: In the previous newsletter, it was erroneously reported that the Defibrillator is near the Gift
Shop. The Defibrillator is located downstairs on the left wall at the back doors of the temple lobby near the
alarm box.
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Youth Group Activity
The youth group hosted a garba at the Bharatiya Cultural Center on September 30. Admission was free and donations for hurricane victims were collected. The team raised $1000.

Education Committee Activity
RELEVANCE OF BHAGAVAD GITA IN MODERN LIFE (PART 1)

One may wonder what is the use of studying Bhagavad Gita or going in Bhagavad Gita study group, which we
conduct in BHARATIYA TEMPLE, LAST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. On DECEMBER 10TH, 2017; 9 AM CELEBRATING GITA JAYANTI, which is an annual celebration to commemorate the day when Lord Krishna rendered his philosophical teachings - immortalized in the epic Mahabharata - to prince Arjuna on the first day of the 18-day
battle of Kurukshetra. When prince Arjuna refused to fight against his cousins, the Kauravas in the battle, Lord
Krishna expounded the truth of the life and the philosophy of Karma and Dharma to him, thereby giving birth to
one of the world's greatest scriptures, The Bhagavad Gita.
I am writing this article to highlight how learning Gita is necessary for us to live life more effectively. Everyone
reading the Bhagavad Gita finds in it a part, which he or she can completely identify with, in his or her own personal life. All of us go through a dilemma at some point of time or the other. This is where the Gita comes to our
aid, guiding us to do what is right and prevent us from treading the path of wrong or sin. Gita completely accepts
the philosophy that God is the Universe and everything that we see in it. However, it also goes one-step ahead
and proclaims that God is everything, plus something more that we normally do not perceive. What is that something more? One may wonder what is the use of studying Bhagavad Gita in the present day. How relevant is it to
modern life? Moreover, what value does it add to one’s life? The Bhagavad Gita is not just an ancient scripture
but also serves as an essential guide to live better life. It also teaches us to conduct business and communication to the modern world. The greatest quality of Bhagavad Gita is that it prompts an individual to think, to take
fair and right decision, to look at life differently and refreshingly without surrendering one's identity. The Gita
has been addressing contemporary issues and solving for everyday problems of humanity for millennia.
“When doubts haunt me, when disappointments stare me in the face, and I see not one ray of hope on the
horizon, I turn to Bhagavad-Gita and find a verse to comfort me; and I immediately begin to smile in the midst of
overwhelming sorrow. Those who meditate on the Gita will derive fresh joy and new meanings from it every
day." - Mahatma Gandhi
“The mind is in its own nature when it is calm. The moment you can calm it, that [very] moment you will
know the truth. The great men think, and you and I [also] think. However, there is a difference. We think and our
bodies do not follow. Our actions do not harmonise with our thoughts. Our words have not the power of the
words that become Vedas. ... Whatever they think must be accomplished. If they say, “I do this,” the body does
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it. Perfect obedience. This is the end. You can think yourself God in one minute, but you cannot be
[God].” ― Swami Vivekananda.
I first would like to examine some commonly held misconceptions, which lead people to think that Gita is
not meant for young students and professionals but more for people who are in advanced stage of their
life. After having negated these misconceptions, I have attempted to give a right perspective on the
teachings of the Gita hoping that more and more people take advantage of the timeless teaching, which
has the capacity to transform our lives and bless us. Gita is an incredible book because of its intrinsic value
in solving the fundamental human problem. It shows us a way to live our life effectively. It will continue to
bless people of the past, present and posterity, the only thing is that, one has to choose to expose oneself
to it. I therefore request people of all ages to learn this book of amazing wisdom.
The Bhagavad Gita, literally translated as the 'Song Of God', is a part of the immense Indian epic, the
Mahabharata, a story of the enmity and ensuing war between the Pandavas and the Kauravas. The Gita, as
it is also called, enjoys an exalted position in India's culture and philosophical milieu. Arjun prepares to
confront the Kauravas. Lord Krishna Himself becomes his charioteer and drives his ratha into the
battlefield. The Bhagavad Gita starts with a scene on the battlefield at Kurukshetra. On seeing his own
family, the legendary Bhishma Pitaamah and his Guru, Acharya Drona on the other side of the battlefield,
Arjun is overcome by waves of sadness, anxiety, and emotion of MOHA (delusion). Arjun suddenly feels
weak, shaky, and lays down his bow and arrow. When Arjuna refuses to fight, Krishna has no patience
with him. Only when he realizes the extent of Arjuna’s despondency does Krishna change his attitude and
start teaching the mysteries of dharmic action in this world. He introduces Arjuna to the structure of the
universe, the concepts of prakriti, (primordial)- ancient nature, and the three gunas, the properties that
are active in prakriti. Then he takes Arjuna on a tour of philosophical ideas and ways of salvation. He
discusses the nature of theory and action, the importance of ritual, the ultimate principle, Brahman, all the
while gradually disclosing his own nature as the highest God.
This part of the Gita culminates in an overwhelming vision: Krishna allows Arjuna to see his supernal form,
the Vishvarupa, which strikes terror into Arjuna’s heart. The rest of the Gita deepens and supplements the
ideas presented before the epiphany (long time)—the importance of self-control and faith, of equanimity
and unselfishness, but above all, of Bhakti or Devotion. Krishna explains to Arjuna how he can obtain
immortality by transcending the properties, which qualify not only primordial matter, but also human
character and behavior. Krishna also emphasizes the importance of doing one’s duty, declaring that it is
better to do one’s own duty without distinction than to do another’s duty well. As the Bhagavad Gita
unfolds further, it adheres to the above principle all through. Krishna explains about Ananta Prakriya about how the process of creation is endless and continues as a cycle in between birth and death. The
human soul (Jeevatma), which is but a part of the Universal Soul (Paramatma), is not affected by death and
so, cannot actually be killed. Hence, Krishna says, it is only right action, without concern about the result,
which is truly important to achieve in life. God bless you.
Rita Sheth
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Cultural Committee 2017 Activities
The Bharatiya Cultural Committee has been successfully conducting two dance fitness classes on an ongoing basis
which are on Tuesday and Wednesday every week at Bharatiya Temple. In the last quarter Cultural Committee
played an active role in helping out with Philadelphia Ganesh Festival and also the Dance team participated in procession dance. We welcome any and all ideas that will help us plan our future events and activities that promote
our culture and heritage. For that or any other queries, please contact Manisha Jain at 215-620-0010
or bcccultural1@gmail.com.
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Women’s Group Activities
Women’s Group had gathering at the Talking Tea Cup restaurant to discuss further activities and plans for
the group.

The women’s group is helping at Manna on Main every third Tuesday of the month.
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Bharatiya Vidyalaya Activities
The 2017-18 classes started on September 10th. 186 students from Kindergarten thru 12 th grade have
registered for the year, the highest number in any year. Bharatiya Vidyalaya volunteers implemented the
online system for all registrations and payments. Over 60 volunteers are dedicated to run the program
successfully on Sundays.
Bharatiya Vidyalaya students actively participate in various community activities in the Temple, for
example Ganesh Festival, Diwali, Navaratri, etc. Additionally, volunteers train students to participate in
Bhajans, Geeta chanting, Yoga, and other stage programs. Since August 2017, here are the performances
in which various teams of Bharatiya Vidyalaya students participated in:
• Bhajans in the Temple on Janmashtami, Aug 15th
• Bhagavad Geeta Chapter 17 chanting on Janmashtami, Aug 15th
• Welcome team for devotees when devotees arrived to participate in Lord Ganesh Vivah (Wedding/
Kalyanotavam), August 27th
• Sangeet Seva during the Philadelphia Ganesh Festival, Sep 2nd
• Bharatiya Vidyalaya Stall during PGF, Sep 2nd – 4th
• Hand-drawn pictures in the Diwali brochure, Oct 17th
All students attend Hindu or Jain Religion classes. Additionally, they attend the Indian Culture classes,
where they get to learn about traditions, festivals, food, costumes, art and crafts, drama, music, dance,
etc. In 2016, Marathi language was added to Bharatiya Vidyalaya curriculum. A child learns one of the 7
Indian Languages: Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Marathi, Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu.
Volunteers conduct Bhagavad Geeta discussion and Yoga and Meditation classes for parents concurrent
with the Vidyalaya classes. Bharatiya Vidyalaya encourages parents to volunteer in various activities.
Parents can borrow books and DVDs for their kids and family from Bharatiya Vidyalaya library.
Every year, Bharatiya Vidyalaya students, parents and volunteers participate in the Bhagavad Geeta
chanting competition at Madhuvan Ashram, Yardley, PA, and win prizes. This year, volunteers are training
students for Chapter 18, Moksha Sannyaasa Yoga (Yoga through Renunciation). In Chapter 18, Shree
Krishna advises that sacrifice, charity, penance, and other acts of duty purify even the wise, and so should
never be renounced. Here is an example verse, which students are memorizing among other verses in the
chapter

yajña-dāna-tapaḥ-karma na tyājyaṁ kāryam eva tat
yajño dānaṁ tapaśh chaiva pāvanāni manīṣhiṇām
Actions based upon sacrifice, charity, and penance should never be abandoned; they must certainly be
performed. Indeed, acts of sacrifice, charity, and penance are purifying even for those who are wise.
We look forward to getting the continued support from the community for spreading the good word
about Bharatiya Vidyalaya.
-Bharatiya Vidyalaya Volunteers
Hari OM!
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BTI/BCC
Supporting
Organizations
Supporting
Organizations
Gujarati Samaj of Delaware Valley
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh
Indo-American Club
Navodaya Kannada Koota
North South Foundation
Pragati (Greater Philadelphia area Bengali Association)
Philadelphia Marathi Mandal (PMM)
SEWA International USA - PA/NJ/DE Chapter
SEWAA ( Service & Education for Women Against Abuse)

SRUTI (The India Music & Dance Society)
Tamil Association of Greater Delaware Valley
Telugu Association of Greater Delaware Valley
Telugu Association of North America (TANA)
UP Association of Greater Philadelphia

Collect your free Gift from Bharatiya Temple
Dear members:
Please pick up your free gift of 2 coffee cups with the temple logo from
the gift shop. Non-members may purchase them for $10/cup.
All proceeds go to the Bharatiya Temple.
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Activities At A Glance
Supporting Organizations

More pictures from the senior group’s trip to seven
temples .

Bharatiya Vidyalaya Garba Pictures.
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More pictures from Jain Sangh Trip
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Bharatiya Temple Inc.
1612 County Line Rd, Chalfont PA 18914
Tel: (215)997-1181
Proudly Connecting 10,000+ Hindu-Jain-American families in the Greater Philadelphia area
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