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About The Temple 

 
Bharatiya Temple and Bharatiya Cultural Center is built on a pretty wooded lot of a little over six acres. The 
expansive structure is a two-storey building with each floor of 8500 square feet of constructed area. The 
lower floor offers facility for a cultural center for the community where children can learn languages and 
their culture. 
 
The cultural center includes a kitchen facility and several classrooms for conducting classes on Indian 
languages, religion and spirituality. Yoga, music and dance classes are also offered. The facility has a large 
auditorium with a stage for weddings, cultural programs and other celebrations. 
 
The upper floor is the Temple area that serves the needs of the community for their religious purposes. 
This is a multi-deity temple, deities include Laxmi-Narayan, Lord Venkateshwara (Balaji), Sri Ram-Sita 
Pariwar, Sri Radha-Krishna, Sri Shiva-Parvati, Sri Durga Mata, Lord Ganesha, Sri Hanuman, Nava-Graha and 
Sri Mahavir Swami. 
 

 

Feedback & Contribution to the BTI Newsletter 

 

The Editorial board would like to hear back from you. The Newsletter will be published every quarter. We 

are considering following ideas for future issues of the Newsletter 

• A quick 15 min cooking recipe—please send us recipes 

• Crossword puzzle on Hindu & Jain religion 

• Children’s Corner– send us some articles for Children 

• FAQ from devotees—Please ask us the questions and we will  try to address them  in the next 

issue of the newsletter 

• Your experiences in the Bharatiya Temple 

The decision on publishing the content will be handled independently by the Editorial Board. Please e mail 

us your suggestions at newsletter@b-temple.org 

"Without your support, we cannot succeed 

With your support, we cannot fail" 
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Editorial Board 
 

Chief Editor 
 
Manish Ingle  
Tel: 215-353-3141 
Email: manish.ingle@gmail.com 
 
 

Committee Members 
 

Aniruddha Railkar  
Email: arailkar@yahoo.com 
  

Sachin Prabhudesai  
Email: pgsachin@hotmail.com 
 

Jayesh Parmar 
Email: jayesh1970@gmail.com 
  

Become a Member 
 

Bharatiya Temple  depends on 
donations from current and new 
members. 

Please donate using the 
membership form on page 17 of 
the Newsletter. 

If you are not a member, please 
become a Life Member. 

If you are a member, please 
donate to move to a higher level. 

 

  
Editorial 

 
 
Namaste! Happy New Year and Happy Makar Sankranti. It is our pleasure to 

present the newsletter for the first quarter of 2018. We hope you had a good 

holiday. The weather is cold and we already had a couple of snowstorms 

which resulted in school closures and/or delayed openings. But that is the one 

thing I like about this area. We get to experience all seasons without extreme 

heat or cold.  

This issue will mirror the previous four issues in terms of format and content 

and as mentioned before, we would like to request feedback and 

contributions from the members.  

We hope you enjoy this issue. 

 

Warm Regards, 

The Editorial Board  

 

Important Contacts 
 

Priest Services 
Ramana K.: (267) 396-7852 
priest@b-temple.org 
 

Hall Rentals 
Dixal Patel: (610) 291-7493 
hall@b-temple.org 3 
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Our Priests 

 

 

 

 

Shree Vishnu Parshad Vassyal is with our temple since 2006.  He obtained his Acharya degree from 

Sampoornananda Sanskrit University in Varanasi, India in 2002 and received a Shastri degree from 

the Sampoornananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi, India in 2000. He completed a Pujari Training 

course from Shree Bharti Rishikul Sanskrit Vidyalay, Bakoli, Delhi. He has extensive experience in 

performing religious services, rituals, sacraments, and arranging and organizing special ceremonies 

on various Hindu festivals and religious holidays. Pt. Vassyal has a thorough knowledge of the 

Bhagavad Gita, Ramayana, Vedas, Upanishads and other sacred texts and ancient Hindu scriptures. 

He has working knowledge of Hindu Vedic Astrology, Palmistry, Yoga-Asana, Meditation, Vipasana 

and traditional Hindu meditation forms. Languages: Sanskrit, Hindi, English, Nepali 

 

  

Shree Jayesh Pandya was born in the city of Dhandhuka, district of Ahmedabad in Gujarat. He 

completed his primary education and obtained the traditional priest education at Bhagavat 

Vidyapith, Sola, Ahmedabad.  Shree Jayeshbhai Pandya has received Shukla Yajurved, Sanskrit and 

Karmakand education. Shree Pandyaji as Vedpathi pundit has performed many Pran Pratishthas, 

Yagnas and coordinated big events like Bhagavat Saptah. Jayeshbhai has very good knowledge of 

Astrology (Jyotish Vidya), Vedik, Pauranic Karmakand and Shraaddh Karma. He likes to entertain the 

devotees with his Bhajans and Kirtans during which he plays the dholak and tabla. Shri Jayesh 

Pandyaji has been with Bharatiya Temple since February 2011. Languages: Sanskrit, Gujarati, Hindi, 

English 

 

  

Shree Seshasai Rompicharla pursued training and study in the theory, practice, and methods of 

Hindu religious rituals and worship  in Vaikhanasa Aagama. He studied under his  guru and 

grandfather Shree Lakshmi Narasimhacharyulu, who is the disciple of Shree Parthanaradhi 

Bhattacharyulu and worked as a head priest at Hindu Temple of San Antonio, TX. Seshasaiji can 

perform the Daivika Karyakramas ( related to Gods ) like Archana, Abhishekam, Kalyanotsavam etc.. 

and Manushika Karyakramas ( related to humans ) like Namakaranam, Annaprasana, Wedding etc.. 

according to Shree Vaikhanasa Aagama. He has an overall experience of 19 years. He has ability to 

conduct daily rituals and special events in Hindu Temples and Hindu family residences. Very well 

experienced in performing special Alankarams to Deities. Languages: Sanskrit, Telugu, Hindi, 

Marathi, English  



 

 

Bharatiya Temple Religious Activities 

 

 
 

POOJA REQUEST  INFORMATION 

You will find the charges and types of Pujas which Priests can perform at the Temple or at 

your Home/Function on Bharatiya Temple Website: www.b-temple.org  

To schedule a Puja TO BE PERFORMED AT YOUR HOME OR AT THE 

TEMPLE, please contact Ramana Kanumalla at 267-396-PUJA (7852) Or 

send e-mail to priest@b-temple.org with details including a contact 

number. Additionally, requests for specific priests will only be con-

firmed by Ramana Kanumalla and not by the priests themselves. 

 All services (except Archana, Abhishekam & Vehicle Pooja) must be scheduled in 

advance. 

 All private pooja services are charged on an individual pooja basis (Havan not in-

cluded). 

 Overnight Stay per day – additional $201. 
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Bharatiya Temple Activities 

 

We all celebrated five days of Diwali in October 2017.  The first day of Diwali is Dhanteras or 

Dhanatrayodashi. Dhan means wealth and Tera or Trayodashi is the 13th day of the lunar cycle which 

goes from Pournima to Amavasya. On this day people worship their valuables and pray to drive away evil 

spirits. Also people buy new clothes or utensils and jewelry. Also it is said that Lord Dhanvantari delivered 

Ayurvedic medicine on this day. The second day of Diwali is called Narak Chaturdashi. On this day Lord 

Krishna killed the demon Narakasur. Third day is Lakshmi Pujan. People pray to goddess Lakshmi. It is said 

that Lord Rama returned to Ayodhya with Seeta Devi on this day. Govardhan Puja (cow worship) and Bali 

Pratipada are celebrated on the fourth day of Diwali. There are many versions of the story of Bali. Bali 

was Prahlad’s grandson and he challenged Indra because Indra killed his father, Virochan. He defeated 

Indra and captured Heaven. All the Gods went to Lord Vishnu and requested that He kill Bali. But Bali was 

a devotee of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu promised to return Heaven to the Gods. He took the form of a 

dwarf Brahmin, Vamana (the fifth incarnation of Vishnu) and went to see Bali. He asked for 3 paces of 

land. Bali granted his wish. At that time Vamana grew into a huge universal form. In one pace he claimed 

heaven, in the second, he claimed Earth and he had no place for his third pace. Bali offered his head and 

Lord Vishnu pushed him into Patal or netherworld. But once a year Bali is allowed to come back to Earth. 

The last day of Diwali is Bhai Dooj or Bhau Beej. It said that Lord Krishna came to see his sister, Subhadra 

after he had defeated Narakasur. She offered him sweets and applied Tilak on his forehead.  

In November, we celebrated Tulsi Vivah and Gita Jayanti. Gita Jayanti was when Lord Krishna recited the 

Bhagwad Gita. Of course everyone knows about Bhagwad Gita. It is Lord Krishna’s advice to Arjun before 

the Mahabharat War.  

Finally in December we celebrated Vaikunth Ekadasi and Hanuman Jayanti. 
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Committee Updates 

As has been previously mentioned, Bharatiya Temple is a volunteer driven organization. To help the temple 

carry out its mission, there are many committees responsible for making sure that the temple runs 

smoothly. Through this issue and future issues, we will highlight a few committees. 

BCC Youth Group Activities 
 

 

Chairman: Vijay Pola 

President: Isha Mehta (Center Right) 

Vice President: Simran Rathod (Center Left) 

Secretary: Vidit Makwana (Right) 

Historian: Vishal Tailor (Left) 

Picnic 
July 30th 

An election alongside a picnic was hosted at Spring 
Valley Park. Voting was held for all positions including 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Historian. The 
new team is pictured here. 

Garba 
September 30th 

Youth Group hosted a garba at Bhartiya Cultural Center. 

Admission was free and donations for hurricane victims 

were being collected. Participants donated generously. 

The overall collection was ~$900. The Majority of this 

amount was donated to hurricane relief charities. 

 

 

 

 

Cabinet members 

7 



 

8 

Future events 
February- Winter Party   

March- March Madness   

March- Bowling Night  

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Human Services Committee Activities 

1)      Sewa to the community by donating a pint of blood (where eligible) to help fellow humans. Date Feb 
17, ’18 from 10 am to 3 pm. Details on the drive in Friday news releases from BT. Click on the link and sign 
up or reach to the core group. We have many of our women devotees donating and we invite many 
more.  We will have a CPR program in the morning 10 to 1 pm. 
 
2)      Program on Diabetes.  Do you have factors for developing diabetes type 2?  Overweight? Having high 
blood pressure?  Lack of physical activity? Prone to eating food with health risks?  This program is for 
you.  When one develops diabetes, it is a health issue that has impact on the whole family! In fact, your 
doctor might have advised you to wear a diabetes bracelet or necklace. In any health emergency this 
diabetic status information is critical.  This information is critical for you! With the cooperation of Abington 
Hospital, on March 24, ’18, from 11 am to 1 pm, we will have a diabetes with lead speaker Ms. Lynn 
Sinclair, RD.  Come with all you questions and we will find an answer. We normally have many language 
speakers and as needed we can render your questions into other languages. Prevention is the best cure to 
slow down these diseases. 
 
3)      In June (date TBD, had been June 12) we will have another Sewa to the community through a blood 
drive with a student cosponsor. Get your high schooler or college undergrad roll up the sleeves to 
volunteer and be recognized. Informed about the possibilities for collaboration. Once the program is in 
place, its continued management needs to be within the scientists pool. Please contact Dr. Akkaraju Sarma 
if you are interested in becoming a part of this project.  
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4) A refresher course in CPR is in the works and details will follow soon. Look for the information on Friday 

emails. 

5)      Do you know that by going to www.b-temple.org one can sign up to get regular Friday Temple Programs 
coming up for several weeks ahead! 
 
6)      HHS Core Group is expanding! If your interests are helping with Sewa in form of blood donation, contact 
anyone in the core group (Sasikumar Buddai can guide you), CPR /Flu Shots Program (Babu Medi will help 
you). 
 
7) We offered Flu Shots at the temple. 

8) Lead Presenter: Akanksha Kalra, J.D., Subject: Changing Immigration Issues and how it may affect South 
Asians especially on H1B Visas. Date will be in March ’18 on a Saturday morning. 
 
9) Changing Tax Circumstances of 2018 onwards. I have reached out to Sri. Gautham Shroff (BT devotee). A 

joint option is with non-profit Group giving presentations The Society for Financial Awareness 

(www.sofausa.com) and the group indicated having presented similar program at BT few years ago (not with 

HHS though). Time April 2018.  
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Education Committee Activities 
 

 On January 25, 2018, we had a Bhagavad Geeta Study Group in Hindi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bharatiya Vidyalaya Activities 

197 students from Kindergarten thru 12th grade have registered for the year, the highest number in any year. 
Over 70 volunteers are dedicated to run the program successfully on Sundays. 
Bharatiya Vidyalaya students actively participate in various community activities in the Temple. Additionally, 
students get training from volunteers for Bhajans, Geeta chanting, Yoga, and other stage programs. Since 
November 2017, here are the performances in which Bharatiya Vidyalaya students participated 

• Diwali Cultural Program by BCC Cultural Committee, November 11th 

• Festivals of India in the Celebrations around the World Program at Penn Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology, Philadelphia: Students contributed posters, displayed Rangoli, and performed dance, 
December 3rd 
• New Year’s Eve, December 31st 
While students attend classes, parents participate in yoga, meditation, Sundarkand recital (first Sunday of the 
month), and Bhagavad Geeta discussion. Parents enthusiastically participated in the parents’ teachers’ 
meeting on December 3rd. 
Volunteers and students performed a play on the volunteers’ appreciation dinner on December 3rd. 
Volunteers and parents performed Bhagavad Geeta Recital on the Temple Floor upstairs on the pious 
occasion of Geeta Jayanti on December 10th. 
All students attend Hindu or Jain Religion classes. Additionally, they attend the Indian Culture classes, where 
they get to learn about traditions, festivals, food, costumes, art and crafts, drama, music, dance, etc. In 2016, 
Marathi language was added to Bharatiya Vidyalaya curriculum. A child learns one of the seven Indian 
Languages: Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, Marathi, Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu. 
Parents can borrow books and DVDs for their kids and family from Bharatiya Vidyalaya library. 
Every year, Bharatiya Vidyalaya students, parents and volunteers participate in the Bhagavad Geeta chanting 
competition at Madhuvan Ashram, Yardley, PA, and win prizes. This year, volunteers are training students for 
Chapter 18, Moksha Sannyaasa Yoga (Yoga through Renunciation). In Chapter 18, Shree Krishna advises that 
sacrifice, charity, penance, and other acts of duty purify even the wise, and so should never be renounced. 
Here is an example verse, which students are memorizing among other verses in the chapter 

  
na hi deha-bhṛitā śhakyaṁ tyaktuṁ karmāṇy aśheṣhataḥ 

yas tu karma-phala-tyāgī sa tyāgīty abhidhīyate 
  

BG 18.11: For the embodied being, it is impossible to give up activities entirely. But those who relinquish the 
fruits of their actions are said to be truly renounced.  

  
We look forward to getting the continued support from the community for spreading the good word about 
Bharatiya Vidyalaya. 
  
-Bharatiya Vidyalaya Volunteers 
Hari OM! 
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Pictures from the drama Ashtavakra presented by Bharatiya Vidyalaya 
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Yoga 

By Reema Kalidindi (Grade 9 – Senior Student) 

Mentor: Srinivas Gunturi (Godavari Class) 

Yoga: I’m willing to bet that most of us imagine a class full of people sitting cross legged with serene smiles 
on their faces in the tree pose, with big yoga balls, meditating on yoga mats, or maybe people with long 
beards and saffron clothing standing at the top of some mountain balancing on one leg. If these are the first 
things that flash through your head, well you’re not wrong in your understanding of yoga, but I can’t say that 
you are completely correct either. So, if this isn’t what yoga is about, then what exactly is yoga? If you were 
to google this, it would respond: “A Hindu spiritual and ascetic discipline, a part of which, including breath 
control, simple meditation, and the adoption of specific bodily postures, is widely practiced for health and 
relaxation.” This is a pretty good definition, but if you asked the same question to Sanskrit scholars, they 
would say “union”. What? “A union”, and you are probably wondering “union of what?” It is the union of the 
Jeevatma (Soul) and Paramatma (God). I am going to guess that your next question might be “How does a 
yoga pose join our soul with God?” Well, the yoga poses (called Äsanäs) are meant to relax the body and 
bring mind to a peaceful state, so that one can concentrate on God. To focus on anything, one first needs 
peace and tranquility. This is where, yoga mats, yoga balls and the meditation come into place. These 
accessories and techniques relax our mind and body and improve our focus so that one could accomplish 
some pretty amazing things. The point is yoga helps to practice focusing one's mind every day.  

So, what are you waiting for? Start practicing those poses you learn almost every Sunday from a very 
dedicated teacher at Bharatiya Vidyalaya, for about half an hour that you pay $0.00 for!  

 

My Bharatiya Vidyalaya Experience 

(Gaurav Badhan – Grade 10 – Senior Student) 

Mentor: Srinivas Gunturi (Godavari Class) 

 My name is Gaurav Badhan. I am currently a sophomore at North Penn High School. I have been 
attending Bharatiya Vidyalaya since I was in the fifth grade. Right now, I am a senior student at Vidyalaya, I 
attend classes and assist Preranaji and Babuji with teaching fifth and sixth graders religion. I also help out in 
the audio room in the mornings before students are dismissed to their classes. Coming to Bharatiya Vidyalaya 
has taught me a lot about my culture and heritage, along with getting me more involved in the Indian 
community. When I first started attending classes here, I would dread having to get up early every Sunday to 
go to temple. Now when I look back at it, I realize that it was well worth getting up every Sunday and putting 
forth an effort and commitment to be a part of the community. Nowadays if I am unable to come for a few 
weeks due to other commitments, I feel like something is missing until I am able to come back to Vidyalaya. 
Becoming a senior student in ninth grade has proven to be beneficial for me in ways I could never imagine. 
Serving around the temple gives me an opportunity to help others and keep the environment safe and clean 
for others to enjoy. I can’t thank my parents enough for pushing me to come to Vidyalaya as a kid and get 
involved. 
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Lohri-A Perspective 

Namaste! 

Lohri, for me really is first celebration after winter solstice bringing warmth of holy fire, friendship, food 
and fun filled Punjabi dances. Punjabis are protectors of Hinduism and India's most active north western 
border. With their hard work, they grow the crops that feed entire nation. The Jolly group of Sikhs and 
Hindus from this part of India are known to have open welcoming hearts. Their liveliness always inspired 
me from childhood. With Sant Namdeo's dohas included in Sri GuruGrranth Sahib and most revered 10th 
Guru, Sri Guru Govind Singh Ji laid to rest in Maharashtra, people of Maharashtra have special place in 
their hearts for Punjabi’s 

The liveliness of this group is evident in so many honorable members like Shri Ashok ji & Sanjiwan ji Soni, 
Shri Mohinder ji & Vinod Ji Sardana, Praveen ji Sharma, Akanksha ji Kalra and many others. Their heartfelt 
participation in Ganesh Festival multiplies our joy bringing our community together and developing the 
bonds of friendship and mutual respect. That is why I always look forward to Lohri as soon as winter kicks 
in from Nov-December.. Happy Lohri! 

Mukund Kute  
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Lohri Pictures 
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More Lohri Pictures 



 

17 

 



 

 

Supporting Organizations  

 
 

 

 

 

BTI/BCC Supporting Organizations 

Gujarati Samaj of Delaware Valley 

Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh  

Indo-American Club 

Navodaya Kannada Koota 

North South Foundation 

Pragati (Greater Philadelphia area Bengali Association) 

Philadelphia Marathi Mandal (PMM) 

SEWA International USA - PA/NJ/DE Chapter  

SEWAA ( Service & Education for Women Against Abuse) 

SRUTI (The India Music & Dance Society) 

Tamil Association of Greater Delaware Valley 

Telugu Association of Greater Delaware Valley 

Telugu Association of North America (TANA) 

UP Association of Greater Philadelphia 
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Collect your free Gift from Bharatiya Temple 

Dear members:  

Please pick up your free gift of 2 coffee cups with the temple logo from 

the gift shop. Non-members may purchase them for $10/cup.  

All proceeds go to the Bharatiya Temple.  
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Bharatiya Temple Inc. 
1612 County Line Rd, Chalfont PA 18914 

Tel: (215)997-1181 
Proudly Connecting 10,000+ Hindu-Jain-American families in the Greater Philadelphia area 
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